Farewell
John E. Murray, Jr.
When the Class of 1987 assembled for orien
tation, we were welcomed by a new Dean. A
Philadelphia native, John E. Murray, Jr. had
obtained his B.S. from LaSalle Gniversity and
his J.D. from Catholic Gniversity. While attend
ing law school, he worked two jobs to support
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his family, yet still found time to be editor of
the Law Review. He graduated Order of the Coif
went on to study at the Gniversity of Wisconsin,
where he earned his S.J.D. in just one year.
Immediately thereafter he began his career as
teacher, author, administrator and consultant.
It is not surprising that Villanovans were
pleased and excited when John Murray joined
us in 1984. He had spent the last 25 years
teaching a wide variety of subjects, had been
Dean of the Gniversity of Pittsburgh and editor
of the Journal of Legal Education. He had
achieved national recognition as a scholar and
an author. His text books were being used in
law schools thoughout the country and his ar
ticles cited as authority by courts and legal
scholars. In 1971, he was elected to the Ameri
can Law Institute. He had even been elected
mayor of Pleasant Hills, Pennsylvania, popula
tion 10,500.
The excitement died, however, when Dean
Murray announced that he was returning to the
Gniversity of Pittsburgh after only two years at
Villanova. Even those most resentful of his de
cision to leave Villanova would not debate the
calibre of his professional accomplishments or
his unquestioned stature in the legal commu
nity. But opinions of John Murray "the man",
as opposed to John Murray "the scholar", are
mixed at Villanova. When asked to describe
him, some say "charming, captivating, charis
matic," while others say "arrogant, pompous,
aloof." Some say "confident;" others say "shy."
Some say "intellectual giant;' others say "ego
tistical." Some say "anti-social;" others say "in
credibly busy, yet generous with his time." How
can one man generate such diverse descrip
tions? Well, as John Murray liked to say — "It
depends!" It depends on who you ask and how

well and in what capacity they know him. It
depends on whether they know him only as the
man who shunned the cafeteria for the solitude
of his office and a steady diet of cigarettes and
Diet Coke, or also as the man who would drive
a Scotch Terrier named Yoda to McDonalds for
Chicken McNuggets. And it depends on
whether the person you ask had an opportu
nity to sit in John Murray's classroom.
Ask a person who knew John Murray only as
"The Dean", and you may get a negative re
sponse. But ask his first year contract students,
and most of them will recall a man who turned
8:40 A.M. into a demanding but rewarding
time when you were glad you came to law
school; a time when you could be challenged,
but still follow the material; when you could
learn but still laugh; a time when you came to
class prepared, not out of fear, but out of re
spect; when you could remember the cases,
not for some convoluted legal principle, but
because you remembered the injustice that
was corrected and the human being whose
problem was solved; a time when fairness, eq
uity and integrity were the lessons to be
learned, and clear rather than clever contractdrafting was the ideal for which to strive.
Two years is not enough time to complete
long-term projects or help a school achieve the
national reputation it deserves. But two years is
time enough to teach valuable lessons to hun
dreds of students, to set a course others can
follow, to make a lasting impression on those
with whom you come in contact. Should we be
resentful that he left so soon and didn't finish
all that he started, or grateful that he was here
for even two years, and accomplished what he
did? Well, as a very gifted teacher once said, "It
depends..."

Welcome

ence in Florence, Italy. In 1971, he was ap
pointed Dean and Professor of Law at
Creighton Gniversity School of Law in Omaha,
Nebraska where he had primary academic re
sponsibility for the funding, design and con
struction of the Ahmanson Law Center.
Among many other projcts, he worked enthu
siastically to increase the number of minority
students at Creighton by arranging scholar
ships for qualified candidates. In 1977, he be
came a partner in the law firm of Kutak, Rock &
Huie where he was Chairman, Department of
Research and Education.
It was in 1979 that Dean Frankino moved
back to Catholic Gniversity as Dean and Profes
sor of Law. For the next seven years, he taught
numerous courses, instituted a special pro
gram in Communications Law, expanded clini
cal programs and raised funds for the
expansion of the law school facilities. He
served as General Counsel to Catholic Gniver
sity, chaired numerous committees and was
active in the community. During this time, he
was also an especially supportive husband, tak
ing over additional household and childrearing responsibilities while his wife,
Rosemary, persued her law degree from
George Mason Gniversity in Virginia. Rosemarie Frankino obtained her J.D. in 1986 and
is presently a judicial clerk.
Villanova's Class of 1987 will not have the
opportunity to sit in a classroom with Steven
Frankino, nor even to know him well as an
administrator. Our exposure to him as law stu
dents will have been brief. But based upon his
record and the warm and humorous personal
ity we were introduced to in January, we gradu
ate hopeful that our exposure as ulums will be
long, confident that it well rewarding.

Steven P. Frankino
When John Murray announced his resigna
tion in the spring of 1986, the law school com
munity was understandably concerned. Dean
Murray had held the office for only two years
and new programs and projects were under
way. A lengthy search would be disruptive and
demoralizing. While the concern was under
standable, it turned out to be groundless. An
old friend of Villanova, Steven P. Frankino was
well-qualified and anxious to return to the
school at which he had taught from 1965 to
1971. Teacher, author, lecturer and successful
administrator, he was the obvious choice for
the position. And his former colleagues, many
of whom were still here, were delighted to have
him come back.
Dean Frankino obtained his J.D. from Cath
olic Gniversity in 1962, where he served on the
Moot Court Board and was Research Editor of
the Law Review. He went on to do graduate
work at Northwestern Gniversity School of Law
shere he was also a Teaching Associate for one
year. He then taught for two years at Catholic
Gniversity before joining the faculty at Villa
nova in 1965 where he served on numerous
committees and taught Comparative Law,
Commercial Transactions, Law in the Atlantic
Community, Conflict of Laws, International
Business Transactions, Securities Regulations,
Torts and Public International Law. From 1969
to 1970, he was a Graduate Fellow at Harvard
Law School. In 1970, he became a Research
Professor at the Institute of Comparative Law
and Civil Procedure at the Gniversity of Flor-
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Bob Barry came to Villanova 1-aw School with a rich and varied
background. He was born in the small town of Kingston in the
coal country of Pennsylvania and as a boy was taken by his
father, a mining engineer, from town to town throughout the
state, graduating in 1947 from Johnstown High School, first in
his class. Like many bright boys, he was attracted by the won
ders of science, and encouraged by a teacher, he left John
stown for the very strange and undoubtedly daunting city of
Cambridge, Massachusetts. At Harvard he majored in physics
and graduated with honors in 1951. But at college he learned a
good deal more than a narrow discipline; a gregarious, open
young man, he learned about people. He decided it might be
even more valuable to concentrate on learning how to solve
problems of man dealing with man rather than to continue
studying how to solve problems of man dealing with nature,
and therefore resolved to go to law school.
At the Harvard Law School, from which he graduated in
1954, he first became aware of the vast, complicated world of
law in business, anitrust, sales, corporations — a world far
removed from the study of physics. He determined to try his
skill in the challenging legal milieu of New York, but first, two
important decisions had to be taken care of The first one was
made for him. He was drafted into the Army. The other, he
willingly made for himself. He married his college sweetheart,
Harriet Clarke.
His commitment to the Army was brief His commitment to
Harriet endured until they were parted by death.
After his short military career, he was a law clerk to Judge
Rozell C. Thomsen of the United States District Court for Mary
land and then he became an associate with the large New York
firm of Cahill, Gordon, Reindel & Ohl. He specialized in corpo
rate matters and later went on to become a partner in Valicente, Leighton, Reed and Pine, and finally to form his own
partnership of Katz, Barry, Nicol and Wallach and the business
firm of Mciirath Services.
Professor Qiannella of this law school had tried to lure Bob
early in his career into teaching here but it was only after long
years of practice that he finally succumbed and came to Villa

nova in 1973. At the law school he brought his considerable
legal experience, his business judgment and knowledge of the
world and his extraordinary common sense to bear on his
teaching in corporations, bu.sinfss planning, tax and pioli-ssional responsibility.
Perhaps his most valuable contribution was not his "knowhow" but his demonstrating to our students convincingly that
one could work and succeed in the highly competitive world of
practice and retain one's integrity, warmth and concern for
people.
Bob, as a boy, was an Eagle Scout, and to a remarkable
degree, he kept true to the scout litany of virtues throughout
his career as a lawyer and teacher. No one could doubt his
loyalty, honesty and purity, but he was also humorous, selfdeprecating and generous.
Bob was a loving man. He loved the law and he continued to
love science. He loved teaching, he loved his students. He loved
all those who worked with him, teachers, administrators, secre
taries and staff He loved Villanova and he loved Harvard. He
loved his neighbors both in Villanova and at his summer home
in Massachusetts. He loved ideas and he loved gadgets. He
loved reading, music, sailing and swimming, but most of all he
loved his mother, his wife, his daughter, Toni, his sons, Bob and
Justin, and his God. And he was loved.
He will be sorely missed. The halls will not ring with his
mock growls and his very genuine laughter. His door will not
be open to anyone, colleague or student, who wishes to come
in to disturb him (his nose in an advance sheet and papers all
around) to ask a tricky question, or to get thoughtful advice, or
just to receive sympathy or understanding.
Our students have lost a dedicated teacher, our faculty has
lost a warm and dear colleague, his neighbors have lost a
leading memh>er of their community, his business associates
have lost a wise and honest partner, but most tragically his
family has lost the kindest and most devoted son, husband and
father. 1 have lost a friend.
But, we are all richer, far richer for his having been with us.

Donald W. Dowd

