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WELCOME CLASS OF 1984
By Sandra Mannix
Welcome to Villanova Law School! The
next year will be a challenging one for you,
but everyone here also hopes it will be a ful
filling one. Your faculty advisor, your col
leagues and all of the members of the
faculty and administrative are available to
help.
As of August 1st, the following statistics
applied to your class. There are about 230
of you entering the first year class and you
come from all over the United States. 54%
of you were male, 46% obviously were
female. You are the graduates of 103 dif
ferent undergraduate institutions. The five
largest "feeder" schools were: University of
Pennsylvania (18 students at 8%),

-Villanova University (14 students at 6%),
St. Joseph's University (10 students at 5% )
Pennsylvania State University (7 studeirrts
at 3%), and Lafayette, Franklin and Mar
shall College and the University of
Delaware (6 students each at 3%).
Although you come from 35 different un
dergraduate majors, a few programs
claimed a disproportionate number of
students. The overwhelmingly favorite
choice of majors was political sci
ence/government (62 students at 28%).
Other majors with a large number of ad
herents were: history (22 students at 10% ),
English and Literature (21 students at
10% ), Accounting (20 students at 9% ) and
Psychology (14 students at 6% ). These five
majors accounted for 71 students or about

1/3 of the class. There also is one music
major in the class, one major in women's
studies, one psychobiology major, one semi
otics major and one nursing major.
The LSDAS statistics for your CIMS are
impressive. The median LSAT score for the
group is 637, substantially higher than the
median in previous years. The highest
LSAT score was 776. The median under
graduate gradepoint for your class was 3.41,
about usual for Villanova. The highest
G.P.A. was 4.0.
Thirteen members of your class identify
themselves as the members of specific,
minority ethnic groups. Nine students are
Black, 2 are Oriental, one is an American
Indian and one is of a Hispanic origin.

Dean O'Brien Returns
By Kevin'~C. Gleason
Dean J. Willard O'Brien recently re
turned from a six-month sabbatical in West
Palm Beach, Florida. The Dean re
marked that he is "enthusiastic and brim
ming with energy," prepared to deal with
the problems facing law schools today and
implement plans made over the past few
months.
As Dean of the Law School, Dean
O'Brien's major concern is the future of
legal education in general, and specifically
the future of VLS. Dean O'Brien used his
time away from the every day operations of
the school to identify problems in the futtire
of VLS and formulate appropriate solutions
to keep minor problems from becoming
major.
The Dean's plans and solutions are
evident in his goals. Dean O'Brien seeks to:
develop VLS into the most respected relig
iously-affiliated law school in the country,
maximize the amount of space available in
the VLS physical plant, and above all, main-

Dean O'Brien back in his office.

Sandra Mannix hard at work in the admis
sions office.
tain our current level of outstanding faculty
while ensuring that highly qualified pro
fessors will continue to be attracted to VLS.
While in Florida, Dean O'Brien enjoyed a
rigorous regimen of physical activity in
cluding swimming, tennis, and a Nautilus
program. The Dean made contacts with
foundations and individuals who represent
potentifd future sources of funds for endow
ments. He also visited the campus of the
University of Miami to inspect the latest
design in classrooms. Dean O'Brien also
read extensively in the areas of jurispru
dence and judicial review, two areas which
he feels have been neglected in his personal
reading.
The VLS community may benefit from
the Dean's personal studies through a lec
ture in the areas of jurisprudence and judi
cial review.
Unfortunately, the Dean will not be
teaching classes this year. Dean O'Brien
said that he "cannot afford the luxury of
teaching" due to the demands of his aggres
sive goals.

Former VLS Student
Returns As Dean
By Kevin C. Gleason
Associate Dean Garbarino, a man who
has been a prominent figure in the develop
ment of VLS, will undoubtedly be in
strumental in overcoming the anticipated
difficulties in the future of legal education.
Dean Garbarino brings to his office a
unique blend of academic excellence and
practical experience.
Dean Garbarino was a distinguished
member of the VLS class of 1956. His as
sociation with VLS has been full of firsts.
He graduated at the top of his class, the
first graduating class of the school. Dean
Garbarino is the founding editor of the
Villanova Law Review which began
publication in his second year on a budget
of fifty dollttrs.
Dean Gwharino also pioneered VLS' par
ticipation in the national Moot Court com
petition and was elected the first president
of the VLS chapter of the Order of the C!oif.
Incidently, Dean Garbarino pointed out
that VLS was the first Catholic institution
to be associated with the Order.

For the past twenty-five years Dean Gar
barino has remained closely associated with
VLS while developing as an attorney in the
private practice of law. Upon graduation,
Dean Garbarino completed a judicial
clerkship in District (]!ourt and then
assumed a position with the Philadelphia
Electric Company.
Dean Garbarino later became associated
with the firm of Krumlish and Kania, which
eventually became Kania and Garbarino.
His major areas of expertise lie within the
broad spectrum of business law. While in
practice. Dean Garbarino's clients ranged
from sports figures to banking institutions.
As a lifetime member and former chair
person of the VLS Board of (ZJonsultors
Dean Garbarino has maintained his ties
with the Law School. When asked to com
ment on his appointment to the office. As
sociate Dean Garbarino said, "I look for
ward with considerable enthusiasm to
coming back to my law school. I hope that
the practical experience I've had for over
twenty yefu's can bring a beneficial dimen
sion."

Robert P. Garbarino
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VLS; Books And
Much More

The Year Ahead
By Lou Magazzu
August 28 has arrived and so has another
Law School year. On behalf of the Student
Bar Association, I have the Privilege of
welcoming First year and returning Second
and Third year students.
I would like to take this opportunity to
explain the role of the SBA and discuss
some of the projects we hope to work on
during the upcoming year.
The Student Bar Association represents
the students of the Law School. Each class
is represented by three students. In ad
dition to the class representatives the SBA
has four executive officers: the President,
the Vice-President, the Secretary and the
Treasurer. Also on the SBA Board is Villanova's representative to the Law Student
Division of the Student Bar Association.
While second and third yettf represen
tatives were elected last spring, the first
year representatives will be elected in a
speciiil election to be held in several weeks.

will be continued and expanded. A few of
the proposals include TGIF'^s (on a regular
basis), a Christmas Party, group tickets for
area sporting and cultural events, the
Barrister's Ball and any other projects our
social chairman. Bill Britton, can dream up
providing he has sufficient support.
This year the SBA will also continue the
used book sale which gives students the op
portunity to purchase casebooks at prices
much lower thfin those at the University
Bookstore. I urge all students with tight
budgets (that's most of us) to visit the SBA
booksale prior to purchasing their
casebooks at the University Bookstore.

Welcome to the class of '84 and the returning classes of '82 and '83.
There are also several new projects the
Have you been out of touch with the VLS community this summer? Are
SBA hopes to start on this year. High on the
you wondering what surprises you'll be facing this semester? Well, some
list is the establishment of a student
changes have taken place over the last several months. Dean O'Brien has
caucus. Through this caucus the leaders of
returned from sabbatical, relieving a commendable effort by Professor
all Law School student organizations would
Abraham as Acting Uean, Robert P. Garbarino (a former VLS student)
be provided with a forum to discuss sub
jects of mutual interest and communicate
has been appointed Associate Dean for Administration and new professors
those interests to the Administration in a.
have replaced resigning ones.
cogent and organized fashion.
It is of little surprise that classes will resume on schedule and seating
charts will be unfolded.
In past years the primary role of the SBA
The SBA looks forward to your partici
With the start of classes approaching no doubt you have tossed has been to provide various social events for pation in all of the scheduled events and
around the thought of studying and how it can be rather time consuming the student body. Social events for this year wishes you a successful year.
and draining. Perhaps a diversion every now and then will help remedy
this problem. To help pass this uneventful time more quickly why not con
sider becoming involved in one or more of the student activities offered at
Villanova.
VLS offers many activities ranging from squash, tennis, rugby, and
Softball to SBA and LSD functions as well as BALSA and Women's Law
Caucus, not to forget the student newspaper. Active or even part-time par
ticipation in these organizations can shorten the months ahead. Before you
know it you'll be pitching your blue books into the collection box.
All-of us at the Docket hope that you will take advantage of these op i
WRITERS
portunities this semester but more importantly we wish you a very happy 5^
and successful year.

EDITORS

Socrates, Fire And
Other Thoughts
Abraham Lincoln said of an unsuccessful
election bid that he felt like a little boy who
had stubbed his toes in the dark. He was too
old to cry, but it hurt too much to laugh.
Your first steps in the legal milieu will take
you into a world diml^ lit .and foreign, and
there will be many stubbed toes before you
learn your way about. You know that you
are too old to cry, but somehow the tears
will come anyway.
Welcome to VLS and what has come to be
called the Socratic method.
Arthur Vanderbilt spoke of this "Socratic
Tradition" in glowing terms. "I doubt if any
other students in America work harder or
more enthusiastically or more profitably
than our first-emd second-yefu" law students.
One of the great satisfactions of teaching
law, indeed for many the greatest satis
faction, is in helping young minds catch fire
intellectually for the first time through the

study in the Socratic tradition of the law in
action." What he doesn't warn you about is
how quickly this fire can rage out of control
and become an all consuming inferno, an in
ferno ready to ignite without warning or
provocation. No one is immune, only some
are more wary and keep the fires properly
banked. This fuel is the fear of not
achieving the goals you have set.
One of the great legal minds of America,
Oliver Wendell Holmes said, "If you want
to hit a bird on the wing, you must have all
your will in focus, you must not be thinking
about yourself, and, equally, you must not
be thinking about your neighbor; you must
be living in your eye on that bird. Every
achievement is a bird on the wing." This ad
monition should be taken to heart to avoid
falling to the sweet glow of the fire fueled
by fear. They really do try to scare you to
death in the first year!
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THE DOCKET
NEEDS YOU!
The Docket is a monthly newspaper
written and published by the
students at Villanova Law School.
We won't take much of your time
and we'd really love to have you
join us. Leave a message for Jon
Birnkrant on the Message Board or
drop by our office across from
Student Services.
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VLS
Grads

Placement Director Virgiiiia M. Dehne
reports on the highly competitive job
mariiet.

By John Schreck
The market for lawyers at the entry level
has become over-crowded and highly com
petitive and yet it is still a sellers market
for VLS grads.
According to Placement
Director
Virginia M. E>ehne, "More than 95% of the
members of the Class of 1980 who are
qualifled and seeking employment have ob,tained legal positions" as of April 1981, a
' level of employment reached in six months
less time than by the Class of 1979. Dehne
foresees a continuation of this outstanding
record as the Placement Office "has in
stituted new programs and intensified
existing programs in order to make VLS
graduates the best educated and informed
placement candidates available."
Two-thirds of the 1980 VLS graduates
settled in Pennsylvania, four-fifths can be
found in the four state area of New York,
New Jersey, Delaware and Pennsylvania
with the remaining one fifth in sixteen dif
ferent states from coast to coast.
Another item of note is that even with
greater competition for the positions
available starting salaries for VLS grads
have increased in almost all categories.
Those entering private practice have a
salary range of $10-35,000 with an average
of $19,286. In the six other categories of
legal jobs the salary range is $14-28,000
with the military having the highest average
of $22,989.

The Job Market
The legal employment picture for grad
uates of law schools approved by the
American Bar Association has again shown
moderate improvement for the sixth con
secutive year according to a survey released
by the National Association for Law
Placement at its recent annual conference
in Vail, Colorado. This survey — the "Class
of 1979 Emploj^nent Report" — revealed
that 21,633 out of 22,771 or 95.0% of the
reported law graduates had obtained a lawrelated position within nine months after
graduation. The survey for the NALP Em
ployment Report is conducted as of March
1st of each year in order to allow graduates
from the previous year to receive their bar
examination results and obtain employment
based upon those results.
The 1979 NALP survey is based upon the
responses from 139 or 82.2% of the ABAapproved American law schools. According
to the NALP Report, 54% of all graduates
entered the private practice of law. Of
these, 13.1% joined firms of over 50 lawyers
and 8.4% were self-employed, while the rest
becEune associated with firms ranging in
size from 2 to 50 lawyers. In addition,
14.7% of the graduates entered government
service; 10.6% took positions with business
concerns; 9.8% accepted judicial clerk
ships; 5.4% chose public interest-public
service positions; 3.0% pursued academic
careers; 1.7% entered the military service;
and 0.8% went into fields classified as
"other". The statistics for the various em
ployment
categories
have remained
relatively stable for the past five years with
the exception that there has been a marked
decline in the percentage of graduates en
tering government service, from 17.6% in
1975 to 14.7% in 1979.
The NALP Employment Report also
reveals the geographic distribution of the
new law graduates. These figures confirm
that graduates choose to settle predominan
tly in urban areas. The twelve cities most
often listed by the graduates were (in
descending order): New York City;
Washington, D.C.; Los Angeles; Chicago;
Boston; San Francisco; Houston; Min
neapolis; Atlanta; Philadelphia; Dallas;
and Pittsburgh. The six leading states were;
New York; California; Illinois; Penn-

RED MASS

Friday, October 2,1981
7:00 p.m. at St. Mary's
Reception and Dinner at VLS
Following the Services.

sylvania; Texas; and Ohio. The District of
Columbia, however, accounted for more
graduates than any state except New York
and California. Regionally the breakdown of
the geographic distribution of graduates
was: 34.8% in the Northeast; 16.3% in the
Southeast; 23.1% in the Great Lakes and
Plains states; 10.4% in the Southwest and
Rocky Mountain Region and 14.5% in the
West Coast Region.

ACADEMIC CALENDAR — SCHOOL OF LAW
1981-1982
FALL SEMESTER

Fri., Aug. 28

Registration for second and third year; orientation and registration
for first year.
Mon., Aug. 31 Classes begin; registration for those who have not previously
registered.
Mon., Sept. 7 Holiday — LABOR DAY
Wed., Nov. 25 Thanksgiving recess begins after last class.
Mon., Nov. 30 Classes resume.
Fri., Dec. 4
All classes end — after last class.
Wed., Dec. 9
All examinations begin.
Tues., Dec. 22 Examination period ends after last examination.
I
Fri., Jan. 8
Mon., Jan. 11
Fri., Feb. 26
Mon., Mar. 8
Fri., Apr. 9
Fri., Apr. 23
Wed., Apr. 28
Sun., May 9
Mon., May 10
Fri.,~May14

SPRING SEMESTER

New Faculty
With several vacancies open as the result
of the resignations of four VLS faculty, the
Hiring Committee began the task of in
terviewing and screening its pool of ap
plicants. The Committee composed of
Professors Dowd (chairman), Cohen, Dobbyn, Valente and Spina reached a final
decision last spring. Four new full-time
professors were hired for the upcoming
semester: Professors O'Toole, Perritt,
Poulin and Sirico.
Among those hired Professor O'Toole
was a member of the faculty of Suffolk Law
School. He was one of the founding faculty
of Villanova Law School and has been an
outstanding law teacher and scholar for
more than thirty years. He is a graduate of
Harvard College, Harvard Law School and
has
practiced
law
in
Boston,
Masssachusetts, and Bethlehem, Penn
sylvania. In addition to Villanova and Suf
folk, he has taught law at Georgetown,
Northeastern, Antioch law schools and was
the Dean at Northeastern. Mr. O'Toole will
teach the following courses next year: first
year course in Torts, Constitutional Law I
in the Fall semester, and Torts, Legtd Pro
fession and a Seminar in the Spring 1982
semester.

The results of the NALP Employment
Report cast doubts upon forecasts which
predict unemployment for large numbers of
the law graduates. The figures for entry
into traditional legal employment have held
relatively firm over the past five years, but
at the same time there seems to have been a
trend toward greater diversification in the
opportunities available to law graduates in
newly developing fields. This is due in large
part to versatility of the law degree which
allows new lawyers to work in areas for
Professor Perritt was the Assistant
merly unavailable to lawyers. These "new"
fields as compiled in the NALP survey in-_, General Counsel at Conrail in charge of
labor matters. He received a B.S. in
elude over one hundred different types of
Aeronautics and an M.S. in Management
positions for law school graduates.
fi-om MIT and a J.D. from Georgetown Law
"The NALP Class of 1979 Employment Center, where he was an editor of the Law
Report" was conducted, compiled and Journal. Before his present position, he
held several high-level positions with the
edited by Arthur Terzakis, Director of
Placement, McGeorge School of Law, Uni Federal Government. Mr. Perritt will teach
Legal Profession and a small section of
versity of the Pacific,'Sacramento, Califor
Torts in the Fall semester and Ad
nia.
ministrative
Law
and
Employment
Discrimination
in
the
Spring
1982
While this report does not give in
formation regarding employment per semester.
centages at individual law schools, it does
provide the most comprehensive survey of
the job market for recent law graduates.
The "Employment Report" is available
for $20.00 plus $2.00 for postage and han
dling, payable to NALP, from L. Wayne
Greenberg, NALP Administrator, Tulane
University School of Law, New Orleans,
Louisiana, 70118; (504) 866-2751.

Editor's Note: The above report should not
be construed to mean that firms are de
scending upon law schools with easily ob
tainable job offers. The Duquesne Law
School Placement Office indicates that
positions are still highly competitive and
that they must be sought by prepared and
serious applicants.
(Reprinted from Juris News Magazine,
Spring 1981.)

VLS BOOK SAIE
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Location to be announced.

^

Registration for first, second and third year.
Classes begin.
Spring recess begins after last class.
'
Classes resume.
Holiday — GOOD FRIDAY.
All classes end — after last class.
All examinations begin.
Examination period ends — second and third year, after last ex
amination.
Examination period ends — first year, after last examination.
COMMENCEMENT (tentative)

— a small section of Criminal Law and a
section of Trial Practice; Spring semester
— EMdence and Criminal Process.
Professor Sirico was a member of the
faculty of Rutgers Law School-Camden. He
received a B.A. from Yale University and a
J.D. from the University of Texas Law
School, where he was an editor of the Law
Review. Before his present position, he ser
ved as an attorney with two of Ralph
Nader's public interest groups and with
Fairfield County, Connecticut, Legal Ser
vices. Mr. Sirico will teach Property and
Public Advocacy in the Fall semester and
Property and a section of Legal Profession
in the Spring semester.
The experience and achievements of
these new members of the faculty are highly
welcomed.

Professor Poulin was a member of the
faculty of Chicago-Kent Law School. She
received a B.A. from Radcliffe College and
a J.D. from the University of Maine School
of Law, where she was an editor of the Law
Review. Before her present position, she
served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in
Chicago. Mrs. Poulin will teach the
following courses next year: Fall semester
Chip D'Ambrosio, Director of Alumni Af
fairs and Continuing Legal Education.

Sept. 10

ALUMNI CALENDAR

N.Y.C. Alumni Reception
Le Champignon — 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sept. 15
Wilmington Delaware Alumni Reception
Hotel Dupont — 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Sept. 25
Philadelphia Bench Bar Reception
Bally Hotel, Atlantic City — 5:00-7:30 p.m.
Oct. 19
Washington D.C. Alumni Reception
>
location to be announced — 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Oct. 25
Annual Alumni Association Meeting and Reception
St. Davids Inn, St. Davids, Pa. — 6:00-8:30 p.m.
For further information contact Robert (Chip) D'Ambrosio at 645-7035.
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Found
VLS
Other Positions

Pictured above at the award presentation are: (left) Dean Gerald Abraham, Maryann
Haynes of Colonial Penn and Albert Foster.

VLS Student Wins Elder Scholar
Of The Year Award
By Sheldon Bass
Albert Foster, VLS '82,- was named
etirlier this summer as a grant recipient in
the nationwide EUder Scholar of the Year
competition at the age of 59. The award was
presented by Colonial Penn Group, Inc., a
Philadelphia based company that had in
vited all four-year accredited colleges and
universities across the United States to par
ticipate by nominating a student aged 50 or
older.
Until fairly recently, older Americans
were a rarity in the nation's colleges and
universities. Historically, people attended
college directly from high school or military
service. Today, however, older college stu
dents are becoming more common. Al
though he had several opportimities to
study law years ago, A1 felt that the time re
quired would detract greatly from the up
bringing of his children.
A1 is a graduate of the United States
Naval Academy and the Havard Graduate
School of Business Administration. He
went to work for Lord and Taylor in 1950
and left the company in 1978 as a result of
management reorganization. It was shortly

thereafter that he decided to apply to law
school.
"I am exceedingly happy at Villanova,"'
All said in an interview held at his Jenkintown home. He especially commended
the law school for its non-discriminatory
policies with regard to age, sex, religion and
race.
"Not only the students, but the entire
faculty and staff have made me feel at
home."
The award presentation, followed by a
wine and cheese reception was held at the
law school on Wednesday, June 17, 1981.
Students and faculty attended. There was a
national winner as well as 16 regional win
ners. Judging of the candidates was based
on academic excellence, personal achieve
ment, motivation and contributions to m
society. Al, as a regional winner, received
$500.
This summer Al worked in the Mont
gomery County District Attorney's office in
Norristown. He expects to graduate next
spring and then begin working in his new
career.
Congratulations Al!!!

Dbphole
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BUT I'LL 5HOW THEM. THEY'LL

SEE THE INJUSTICE. JUST
WA/T UNTIL THEY WALK TriROU&H
THE DOORr &EE ME HANGING

FROM

A ROPE, AND . . -

By John Schreck
Three of VLS's professional library staff
have left their positions with VLS this year
for new positions in private and public
business.
Elsa Lichtenberg, who for the past nine
years has been the Acquisitions and
Government Documents Librarian for VLS,
joined Library Management Services, Inc.
as a partner of Eilleen McBeth the former
law librarian for the Chester Coimty Law
Library.
Library Management Services is a cor
porate venture designed to provide
professional library services to law firms
that don't have the size or need for a fulltime librarian. This will add to the variety
of services that a small firm will be able to
offer its clients at the same time giving the
firm a flexibility that usually only comes
with a large firm with its larger, and more
costly library. Lichtenberg said that the
firm will operate in the four county area of
Philadelphia, Delaware, Chester and Mont

i

gomery.
Bob Weber was the night and weekend
reference librarian for one and a half years
prior to his move to Oregon this summer.
Weber has taken the new position of Public
Service Librarian at the Oregon Institute of
Technology in Clamith Falls, a four year
college. The prime motive in the move to
Oregon for Weber was the location, as he is
a very avid outdoorsman and the west coast
will give him many new opportunities to ex
plore and camp in beautiful country.
Charlie Harvey, who received her J.D.
from George Washington in 1976, is the new
Law Librarian at Rutgers Newark, the same
position she had held at VLS. This move
will give Harvey the opportunity to spend
more time in a large city, something that
she had missed since being with VLS.
Few libraries get the heavy use that a law
library does, and this makes the library
staff very important to smooth operation.
The next issue of the Docket will bring you
up to date on the new members of the VLS
library staff.

Ad space
available at
reasonable rates.
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